
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BEFORE THE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE

IN THE MATTER CONCERNING

JUDGE DEREK G. JOHNSON

DECISION AND ORDER IMPOSING

PUBLIC ADMONISHMENT

This disciplinary matter concerns Judge Derek G. Johnson of the Orange County

Superior Court. Judge Johnson and his attorney, Paul S. Meyer, appeared before the

commission on December 5, 2012 to object to the imposition of a public admonishment,

pursuant to rule 116 of the Rules of the Commission on Judicial Performance. Having

considered the written and oral objections and argument submitted by Judge Johnson and

his counsel, and good cause appearing, the Commission on Judicial Performance issues

this public admonishment pursuant to article VI, section 18, subdivision (d) of the

California Constitution, based on the following statement of facts and conclusions.

STATEMENT OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS

Judge Johnson has been a judge of the Orange County Superior Court since 2000.

His current term began in January 2009.

Judge Johnson is publicly admonished for remarks he made while sentencing a

defendant convicted of rape and other sexual assault offenses. The comments created the

impression that the judge was not impartial in cases involving rape without serious bodily

injury showing resistance by the victim.

On June 20,2008, Judge Johnson presided at sentencing in People v. Metin Riza

Gurel. The defendant had been convicted at a jury trial held before the judge of rape,

forcible oral copulation, domestic battery with corporal injury, stalking, and three counts

ofcriminal threats, with use of a deadly weapon as to one count of criminal threats.














